What difference do healthy coastal habitats
make for Georgia communities?
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Healthy wetlands support a variety of recreational activities
such as fishing, bird watching, kayaking, and paddle boarding.
These activities attract tourists and generate significant
revenue for local economies. In 2023, coastal tourism in
Georgia generated $1.8 billion in total economic output.!

Research focusing on the northeastern United States
estimated that during Hurricane Sandy, coastal wetlands
prevented over $625 million in property damages, reducing
damages by more than 10% on average in areas where
wetlands remained intact.®

Marsh vegetation stabilizes shorelines and prevents erosion. A
2013 study on living shoreline projects at Sapelo Island and
Little St. Simons Island showed reduced erosion rates and
sediment buildup behind constructed oyster reefs, indicating
effective shoreline protection.?

Each adult oyster in oyster reefs filters approximately 48
gallons of water per day and each hectare of oysters can
reduce water treatment costs that would otherwise be borne
by state and local governments by $6,000 to $10,000.2

What can be done with more funding for
coastal restoration?

Expand construction of living shorelines

Living shorelines, combining technology with oysters and
native plants, offer better protection to communities than
conventional methods and support diverse habitats for species
like shrimp, crabs, and sea trout.**

Enhance research and monitoring

Invest in studies showing that living shorelines in Georgia
control erosion and protect property as well as, or better than,
traditional methods like seawalls.5 Also, fund projects evaluating
the economic benefits of salt marshes for insurance and flood
protection.t®

Purchase land for coastal conservation

Conserving undeveloped, natural areas helps maintain a
floodplain’s capacity to absorb and gradually release excess
water, enhance water quality, support wildlife, and allow
ecosystems to migrate in the face of climate change.'®

Expand programs that focus on community involvement.
Develop educational programs linking coastal restoration to
clean water, storm protection, and recreational activities like
swimming and fishing. This will help Georgia residents
understand the benefits and encourage their participation in
restoration efforts.

92%

of voters nationwide
(88% GOP, 94% IND, and 96% DEM)
support “restoring coastal wetlands
to help reduce the risk of
flooding to communities,
provide wildlife habitat,
and help address
climate change.”'?
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