What difference do healthy forests make
for communities in Minnesota?
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Minnesota’s forests offer shade, habitat, and recreational
opportunities for hikers, campers, hunters, and nature lovers,
supporting a $25-billion outdoor recreation economy with over
280,000 jobs.?

Minnesota’s forests naturally purify water by absorbing
pollutants and trapping sediment, protecting lakes, rivers, and
drinking water sources. The Northwoods filter pollutants in the
headwaters of the Mississippi River and the Great Lakes,
which provide drinking water for nearly 60 million people.!

Covering over 60 million acres, the Northwoods are home to
moose, gray wolves, pine martens, black bears, and more than
200 species of migratory and resident birds.!

The Northwoods sequester 12 million metric tons of carbon
annually, mitigating climate change. Restoration efforts, such
as planting climate-resilient species and selective harvesting
guided by climate science, could further enhance this
capacity.!

What can be done with more funding for
reforestation?
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Increase Seedling Production

Reforesting a million acres in Minnesota requires a steady
supply of seeds and seedlings. Challenges include limited
supply, wildfires, a shortage of seed orchards, and an aging
workforce. Investing in training new seed collectors, tracking
genetic diversity, and employing seed scouts will ensure a
steady supply for reforestation.*

Provide Incentives for Landowners

With more funding, more landowners can be incentivized to
place their land under conservation easements, ensuring it
remains forested and protected from development.®

Increase resilience to pests, diseases, and climate change
with tree diversity

To increase forest resilience to pests, diseases, and climate
change, funds are needed to diversify tree species and age
classes. Trees need to be selected, planted, and tended to
ensure resilience and longevity in a warming world.®

Support prescribed burning programs

Many forests in Minnesota are fire-dependent.” Prescribed
burning is an essential tool to maintain the health and diversity
of our forests and reduce the risk of catastrophic wildfire.®

90%

of voters nationwide (85%
GOP, 92% IND, 95% DEM)

support “providing technical

assistance and education to
farmers and forest owners
so they can learn how to
incorporate climate-smart
practices on their land.”
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